Greater Wilmington & the Brandywine Valley

The Chateaus of the DuPonts

Discover an American family's story - the du Ponts. The story celebrates two hundred
years of history, spans three centuries, includes four estates and gardens, and recalls
five generations.

Day 1:

We start with a visit to the Hagley Museum, where the du Pont story begins. Located on
235 acres along the banks of the Brandywine River in Wilmington, Delaware, Hagley is
the site of the gunpowder works founded by E. |. du Pont in 1802. This example of early
American industry includes restored mills, a workers' community, and the ancestral
home and gardens of the du Pont family.

Then it is on to Winterthur Museum & Country Estate, one of a few surviving great
American country estates. Henry Francis du Pont (1880-1969), an avid antiques collector
and horticulturist, was Winterthur's fifth owner. It was his love of American
craftsmanship that led him to assemble one of the world's most complete collections of
antiques and Americana.

Winterthur's fields and farmland detail the workings of a great American country estate.
The 60-acre naturalistic garden boasts breathtaking beauty.

Day 2:

Today our first stop on the itinerary is Nemours Mansion and Gardens, America's
Versailles in the Brandywine Valley. Alfred I. duPont (1864-1935) employed the
architectural firm of Carrere and Hastings to design the 1909-1910 mansion. The 47,000
square foot house is decorated with rare rugs, antique tapestries, oil paintings, and
decorative arts. Guest will enjoy a walk around the sculpture-filled, formal French
gardens and a visit to the chauffeur's garage, where antique cars are displayed.

The trips grand finale is Longwood Gardens. Pierre du Pont (1870-1954) bought the
property in 1906 to preserve the trees, and he built the major garden features that
today are considered the world's premier horticultural display. Eleven thousand
different types of plants flourish on more than 1,000 acres of formal gardens, idea
gardens, meadows, and woodlands. The four-acre Conservatory shelters twenty indoor
gardens, including the Orchid Display, Children's Garden, Cascade Garden and
Mediterranean Garden.



